| 6-925 Kr: ST T4442 


% 


Preach'd at the ' 


niverfary Meeting 


OF; THE 


Ad 


| Novemb. 25: 1689... 


F* ae 


"—_— * <7 COTE: F? k, 3 


_ _ 
w_—— 


LONDON, 
r T. Baſſet, at the Geor 'ge NCAT S. Dun- 


& 


| Fo * flan 7's Charch' In leet-ſtreet. 1680. 


EA 
041 $1 | . 

C % v 
c 


þ 


, 


EY 


Abraham Abney, 


eared in 


mach teſs in ſuch 2 crude and nudi- 
efted Bſemuſe as this, which was only the 
fly thoughts f a very few hours ; and 
us 1 conſulted my own credit as much 
f 1 did your defires, it is certain I had 
wer yielded to them in this matter: but 


we you bave overruled me thus to ex- 


me berein, and to defend and 


ect this $ ermon, now that it is come 
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je youk 1 hope you will pleaſe to 


AQ abroad 
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abroad at your requeits, "as 4 creature g 
your 0wn, ang. ta, take khyy performance, 
as indeed it 1 for the 
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£ "Thy FS i Mate ak him 
ot | ho be who loveth God, love his Bro- 


| WI all things 1s Ca 
K of: Bodies and: pareteedce of Men, 


- which way ſoever we tutn. our:Eyes we 
_ the wy 98e of theſe depending 


Dj pon Sock ety as the Sun 1s'to 
hes Ted the glory of it; and that 
- #hich, ſends health jr yrwsonp influences from 
[ans endrreok 10 the other | 


EE p.-above us, its this is the ornament 

oowing.the -rruft repoſe in 'thear thit 

*will not a ſe it : If we look "dowfi be- 
.neath us its. this our Hearts, and nielts our 
zowels, and opens wide our Hands, to our 'poor 
x, and we become. Fathers t&' the fatherte(, 
Patrons t0- the afflicted, -and fill the Soals of the 
miſerable and needy with Joy and gladneſs. "Tf we 
look .upon-the- great- bulk of Men betwixt / theſe 


two 3. without Religion every Man is a Devil to 
another, his Hand at: his Brothers throat and his 


Tay $ O much deceit-and falſhood, and 'we watch 
B. _ one 


; of thoſe tharifit there; and our'great' ſe 


Heart ſteel'd with cruelty 3: the. language of Men is. 


12 A Sermon preach'd at the 
one another for opportunities to devour and de- 
ſtroy one another ; and with Religion homo homin; 
dews, one man becomes a god tg another, men are 
full of mutual goodneſs and beneficence, obliging 
.doing. good to all mankind, | Of all matters 
igion its the moſt contrary thing mthe World to 
Irious -and covetous' and miſerable di ions, 
it works out of us ill nature,and morefeneſs,and un- 
handfom,and ungenerous principles; it files off that 
rugged, and churliſh,and Pharifaical temper; which 
makes men Diſaſes and Plagues one to anopficr pd 
inthe place of theſe things, plants if us iyeet ap 
gracious: frames of mind, mmproves-and betters Wn- 
mane. ature 3. moulding it. into humble and affa- 
hle; -gurteous. and  charitable'd ions, 'dftih 


aſd woaany ir Hearts 'to our-Biethiren,' and taf- 
ng us-ap-from all- fordid” and pitiful mearne and 
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egeneracy of Soul., to- a: heavenly! and” godlike 
Mind3. delighting | in doing” po0d'; prompt and 


wan gt ofhces.of _— : and 
readily, taking every Opportunity 6F-Mercy- and 
Compaſhon: ba 7-11 2 21 Fe i I 94 ; 
-F here are certain qualifications 1n - our converſe 
with -other : men, 'are hike fo. tnarry eliarms v 
their:loves [and: affeftions; thefe- things Religion 
has adopted into her precepts, -and mis our dirty; 
we are enjoyned ingemuity and:candour, trtegrity 


# 
» 


aud-fauhfulneſs, To do juſtice; and to love mercy, and 
to walk Eumbly; Whatſoever things ave true, whatſo- 
ever things are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, what- 
 Joever things are pure," whatſoever things -are lovely, 
that ſoever things are of good feport, Religith 'is pra- 
Gaibing theſe matters. ©. - | This 
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”: This: inflnences upon us in all felations and Cir- 
whatſoever to good purpoſe; firſt, unites 
- us in lave, makes us hive together like Brethren, and 


 * then in. the, {trifteft- bond of that union : This 


makes ps ſincere and hearty Friends, charitable and 
beneficial "Neighbours , good Parents and good 
a, 90 good Maſters and good Servants, and 


our = _ and- anfwerm our 
rs tg up will we ſtand. : 


n_ ſach is the nature and contrivanceof Relipt- 
0 it is tender as of godlineſs, ſo alſo of charity and 
like wiſez. God- does not require from us a 
| bare devotion, only ſome formalities of worſhip to 
be performed: to-him, and then put-us into our own 
Hands to da what we wilt to Ment. Let us looſe to 
be Beals of prey one towards another, having c- 
cared our . and Fealtics to hitn, leave all 
things fe arbitrary and indifferent. But the Di- 
vine Laws, tie up OT Hands oder _—_ _ Op- 
preſſion, as t o from Sacril I 
9p pr us in ofir rights, as the God work 
honour is due unto him-3 command Charity and 
Love and Humanity from man'to man, as they do 
_ and Thankſpivings from man to God. And 
| has given mankmd- this great argument of his 
regard and concerns for it, he has enacted the like 
Laws, for our comfortable living together and cn- 
joying one another, as he has done for his own 
' worſhip 3 made Religion confift as well in a&ts of 
Love and Mercy among our felves, as in a&ts of De- 
votion to him: and ſo order'd matters that it is im- 
pollable to be a good = us without being a cha« 
| ritable 
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ritable man, that the Love of -God'1s but” -one half 
of our duty, and. the Love of ' man makes up the 
other part.- For fo the Apoſtle tells us, This Com- 
mandment have we from him; that ho: wha. loveth God 
love his Brother alſo. 132050 DE! + 
\  The;occafion of which words/were theGnofticks, 
a ſort of- infamous-Hereticks, ever in the 'Apoſtles 
days, who _ adulterated the Chriſtian Religi- 
on with falle and ſpurious Dattrines and* Gloſles of 
their own3-30w among other particulars they were 
very gxliky-if theſe two I | 
I. -They- made Religion a ſpeculative thing, to 

conſiſt in curious notions and: high-flown' diſtinCti- 
ons; .puzled their Brains about deep myſteries, and 
{tyffed their :heads-with-ſtrange fubtilties of difpute; 
and called this Chriſtianity: and the way to Heaven. 
This the Apoſtle ſpeaks againſt in iadoad: Chap- 
ter, aſſerting true Religion+1s a great-deab more 
than a few dry and: empty! Maxims ,- than a ſet of 
lean and ſapleſs reaſonings and arguments,” that leave 
us. the ſame .men- they find us-3/ nothing .is true 
knowledge of God, but:that is-a:principle of good 
life and-pious aCtions in us, but that makes us bring 
forth the fruit of holineſs;  v.3.4. Hereby (lays nd; 
we know that we-hnow him, if we. keep his comman 
ments. . He that ſaith I know. him and keepeth not his 
Fo is a lyar',. and the truth is not in 
Wl | $5507 # Us 

, 2ly,. The Gnaſticks laid: the great ſtreſs of Reli- 
gion-in acts of devotion and worſhip, and look'don 
Charity and Truth and Honeſty as low'and mean 
thmgs in compariſon .of | thoſe matters; did ſome 
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particulars reldting to: God,” but then were mighty 
criminal in reſpect. of men, injurious and unthercifuF 
and'cruel to- their Brethren, uncharitable and un- 
worthy and unrighteous totheir _—— in the 
midft of all-their glorious ſhews and glittermg pre- 
tences of Religion, This the Apoſtle ſpeaks againſt 
in ſeveral places of this Epiſtle, declaring Religion 
$ made up :of the Love of God, and the Love of 
our Neighbour too; he that pretends to a right 
worſhipping: of God and is defective towards Man, 
is a rank, hypocrite and'a deceiver 3 for he neither” 


knews noe loves God as be _ to-do, is wanting 


- in his duty towards man; Chap.3. v. 10. In this 

( lays he') the children of God are manifest,” and the 
children of the Devil: whoſoever does not righteouſneſs, 

x not of God, neither he that loveth not his Broth” 

And again, Chap.4. 2:20. '1f a man. ſay; Þ love' God, 

and. hateth his Brother, he is a liar : For he' that lo- 
veth-not bis Brother whom he hath ſeen, how cat he 
 lave God whom he hath nob ſeen ? As if the' Apoſtle 
had" ſaid,, whatſoever pretences men” make to pure 
and true Religion, if they are not Charitable; and' 
honeſt,: and juſt,. as well: as pious, and godly, and 
devout, - all is but: a nieer 1mage and picture of Reli- 
gion, and flattering and- fawning upon that God 
whom they , do--not. really love. All is but ſhew 
and appearance, . for the commandment is as clear, 
the injunQtion is as'expreſs and poſitive concerning 
the one as the. other. This Commandment have we 
ra him, that he who loveth God loveth his' Brother 
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- + manity, and Love one to another ; are moſt eſſen- 
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Which Text offers to our conſiderations theſe 
two things. 
Firſt, That there is an abſolute and indiſpenſable 
neceſſity of Morality in Religion, of performing 
our duties to Man as well as thoſe to God. This is 
the ſenſe of this Scripture in its full Jatitude and ex- 
tent, and in the language of this Apoſtle in this 
Epiſtle calls our whole duty to God loving him, and 

loving our Brother our whole duty to him. 
Secondly, That particularly Charity, and Kind- 
neſs, and Beneficence, and doing all offices of Hu- 


tial parts of Chriſtianity, without which it is im- 
po for us to be really, and as we ought to be, 
AI This 1s the letter and expreffion of the 
- | | 

Which two things are the proper buſineſs of this . 
preſent aſſembly ; we thus Annually meet together 
to maintain and keep up Chriftian Love and-Chari- 
ty. among our Countrymen , To confider and pro- ' 
ueke one another to Love and to goods works; for the 
preſerving alive and increaſing our friendſhip and 
mutual correſpondence 3 and in conſideration our 
Brother has a part mn us, and that we were not born 
only for our ſelves, but for our neighbours alſo. 

And now that being here, I may do ſome afliſt- 
ances to theſe noble and generous defigns, I ſhall 
make 1t my buiineſs, for this preſent entertainment, 
tolay before you the truth of the propoſitions of 
the Text. | | | 

Firſt, Intreating the favourable conſtruction and 
indulgence of this Honourable Society , for my 
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weak performances herein, having after much un- 
willingneſs, and with great fears, undertaken to ap- 
proach this place at two or three days warning z the 
worthy perſon defgnel for this imployment ;/ not 
being able to perform his ' promiſe by reaſon of 
| ficknebs. 
{ Now the firſt thing I am to conſider is, that there 
pan abſolute neceftity of Morality in Religion, of 
performing our duties to man as well as thoſe to 
God. And this is a matter is notoriouſly evident, 
for not -to be idolaters, but to be unjuſt ;' not to 
take Gods Name in vain, but to be unrighteous and 
unmerciful 3 not to be without the Faith of a Dei- 
ty, but to be guilty of bitterneſs, and wrath, and 
| clawror, arid evil ſpeaking 3 not to be Sacrilegious, but 
to be deceitful and treacherous, and commit ads of 
| diſhonefty and baſeneſs, a Heathen wou'd abhor ; 
what a'ſtrange imperfect Religion is this > To what 
| parpoſe-1s their Religion, who cover Gods Altar at 
once with Hecatombs and with' tears ; - with the 
tears and+cryings of ſach as are oppreſſed, who arc 
at once mighty zcalous and mighty uncharitable 
to03 great Samts and great Knaves alſo ? This was: 
| the Religion of the Phariſees, our Saviour ſo oft 
| denpunces woe , againſt and proclaims hypocrites; 
They made long prayers, were indefatigable at their 
| devotions, and of admir'd humiliation and faſting 
| before the world 3 and by the help of this preten- 
ded fanCtity couſened and cheated the poor and 
needy ; devour'd widows houſes, and got their poſ- 
kſhons. They went duly to Gods houſe, they ſer- 
red him: conſtantly with ſacrifices and orerions 3 
| and 
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and thus having as they thought, ſecur'd God, 
made little,conſcience of their duties to their neigh. 


_ In the-Prophet Micah, this queſtion about Religj. * 


-on-is ſtated, how God is to be worltippe and fer 
ved; and it is declar'd he will not be brib'd by 
thouſands of oblations ; - the, moſt coſtly . deyots 
- ons. without .Juſtice and Mercy are nothing worth, 
\M6c.6:6. Wherewith (ſays the Prophet ). ſhall I come 
before the Lord, and bow my ſelf lefore,the high God: 
Shall I. come before. him with burnt-offerings , with 
calves of a year old 2 Will: the Lord be pleaſed with 
thouſands of rams, or with ten thouſands of rivers j 
oil 2 Shall I give my firit-born. for fr tranſgreſſion, t 


rut of my body for the ſ(n2.of my ſoul? To this it' 
rb bf 1og br er ig pe yoger 
and what doth,the Lord require of thee,but to da jufth, 
and. to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? 
We are firſt to be good and charitable men, before 
God will accept.of -any;thing from us, eyen of our 
very Prayers and Offerings : If. we bring 4 gift or ob 
lation Mefore: the Altar, and there remember that our 
brother. hath ought againſt us, we muſt leave our gift, 
and go our. way; we .muſt firit be reconciled to ou 
brother, and then,;and not tell then, will. God accept 
of our.gift. When the Jews faſted with. blood in 
their-hands, and injuſtice 1n their ations, .and ma- 
. hice in their. hearts, God threw. back thoſe devoti- 
ons in the greateſt difdain ; and told them his Re- 
Iigion that he call'd for, was a charitable thing, 
and made up of goodneſs and beneficencge. 1/2.58. WM. 
w, 6. &'7. L not this the faſt that I have choſen, 


( ſays 
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it Lf Go ) to looſe the barids of wickedneſs, to undo 
"the heavy burdens, and to letthe oppreſſed go free, and 
* that ye break every yoke © is it not to deal thy bread to 
t es, arid, that thou bring the poor that. are eaſt 

' out to thy honſe ? when, thou ſeeit the naked that thou 

.cover him, . and that thou hide not thy elf from thine 
own fleſh 

* ©. Theres no ſuch thing as an unmerciful Chriſti- 
an, as a religious Covetous man,- as an holy Miler, 

_ #8 a'godly Oppreſlor, theſe are expreſſions imply a 
contradiction, it is impoſhble to be Religious at an 
caller rate than doing Good. Pure Religron and un- 

filed before God and the Father, is this, to viſit the 

Fatherleſs and Widows in their affli&ion, and to keep 

bhinsſelf unſpotted from the World. To live, ag if the 

obſerving the firſt Table, wonld make amends for 

the breaking of the Second 5 as if God had faid, / * 

will have ſacrifice and not mercy 3, is it not to live in 

open defiance to his Laws, 'and at beſt to offer God, 

the maimed, the halt, and theblind ? 

- Juſtice,and Charity, - and Truth, have 1n all Ages 

been accounted our daty ; of the effentials and 

vitals: of Religion, The very Heathens ſaw invio- 
lable obligations upon men, to the performance of 
theſe, things, that it was unpoſſible without theſe 

to be truly religious ; and the Goſpel is fo far from 

difannulling this Notion of Religion, which was be- 

fore amongſt men, that it-is the {trigeſt Doftrine to 
theſe purpoſes; that ever was in the world : no Re- 
ligion ſo pun&tually requires, (© poſitively commands 

the higheſt meaſures of Righteouſneſs and Juſtice, 

and Charity betwixt man and man ; ſo dreadtul.y 
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threatens the neglect of theſe vertues, as the Chriſt; 
'an- doth.. It is every where pathetically recom- 
mending, vehemently preſſing and inculeating theſe | 
matters- upon us, - infamuch, that if 'preaching up 
Righteouſneſs, and Juſtice, 'and+-Charity, be Moral 
Preaching, our -Saviour. and his Apoſtles," were the 
moſt Moral Preachers that ever were in the World. 
This is the firſt'thing in the Fext, There 1s a neceſſ;- 
ty of Morality in Religion. | 

2, Secondly, particularly Charity, and Kindneſs, 
and Beneficence, and doing all Offices of love 
and humanity one to another ,- are molt effential 
parts of Chriſtianity z- without which 1t is 1mpoſſ 
ble for-us to-be really, and as we ought to be Reli- 
gious. There are many pretences of Zealand'God- 
lineſs among us,” and+.we ay, Lo here:is Chriſt, m 
this and that Set; and Lo, there is Chriſt, in 
the other darling Notion and Scheme of Religion; 
but our  Saviour- aflured us; when all is done, one 
of the the beſt arguments to prove our ſelves his 
Difeiples by,” is loving one another 3; an extraordi- 
nary Charity, and love anjong Chriſtians, is their 
great badge and cognizance they ought to- be 
known by from all-other men. A new Command- 
ment ( lays he.) I give unto you, that ye loveone ano- 
ther as I have loved you, that ye alfo love one another: 
Dy this ſhall al! men know that ye are my Diſciples if ye 
Jove one another. fohn 13: 34,35. We are of a 
Religton, wherein Charity is the life of onr Faith; 
the argument we have any fuch thing; -wherein an 
airy inviſible Faith no body is the better for, dwell 
only. ma the Head; and- has-no influence at- all upon 
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ont. aftiohs to the purpoſe of Charity 3 is declared 
a''dead_ ufcleſs thing,. will never ſtand us in any 
ſtead,:- We are of a Religion admits no ſuch thing 
as arrenemy,, offers all mankind to our embraces and 
affe&ionsz and wherein Malice, and Envy, and Ha- 
tred are things of ſuch a'curſed and: malignant na- 
ture, they -infett and poyſon us, our molt ſolemn 
ads of devotion; - turning even the Blefled Sacrament 
into;ourdamnation.. . | aid 

.> There are indeed ſome Religions inthe World,an 
uncharitable man may do pretty well in, live in a to- | 
lerable. conformity to, and yet have his uncharitable 
crime, be envious and malicious, be cruel and un- 
merciful: - But: Chriſtianity is a doGtrine of perfe& 
love; .adifcipline. of univerſal Charity, and a Relt- 
gion wherein to- be uncharitable, is the ſame thing 
with being no true Chriſtians. 

'This is to live in an open and opprobrious vio- 
lation of the great Laws and SanCtions of the Gol- 
pel ; makes this one of its principal defigns, to joyn 
us together in Love and Peace and Amity ; and to 
- ote andadyance Charity and good worksin the 

arld.. Theſe are the precepts it gives usz To do 


good, and to —_— not to forget, becauſe with ſuch 


Jacrifices God is well pleaſed, To be merciful as our 
| Father which is in Heavenis merciful; becanſe he ſhall 
have judgment without mercy,who ſhews no mercy. Above 
all things to have fervent Charity among. our ſelves. 
To be Rich in good works, to be ready to diſtribute, 
and willing .to Communicate. To love one another, be- 
cauſe (70d is love, and every one that loveth is born of 
God, and knoweth ay To love our Neighbours as 
| | 2 our 


AS ermor Preach'd at the 


our ſelves, Theſe are the great Rules. of our Re- 
ligion weare to walk by ; andit is a huge miſtake to 
took upon Charity, and aQts of Love and Mercy, ag 
by-works, as indifferent matters; we ought to make 
them our great buſineſs, to lay out our ſelves about 
doing good as our proper ard mighty employment 
in this world, to ſnatch at opportunities of Alms, ag 
at bleſſed occaſions of doing good to our own Souls, 
and being charitable to our ſelves. We indeed call 
them little things, look upon. them as matters of 
choice left to-us, whether we will perform them or 
not z but God and Scripture reckon at another rate, 
7 of theſe particulars as the great and weighty 

uties of Religion, as things we are never like togo 
to heaven without, and which we ought to beten- 


der: concerning, as our ſouls and falvations are dear 

tous. | 
Thus.I have done with the propoſitions of the 

Text, Inow come to. draw ſomeinferences from this 


. 


diſcourſe by way:of Apphcation. - 

I. I have all thiswhulebeen-reconimending to you 
Charity and good works, ſhewing'vhe great necefli- 
ty there is of thefe 1n the Chriſtian Religion ; And 
now I cannot forbear, upon. the ſcore of this dil- 
courſe, in the firſt place, to. take notice, how un- 
worthily we of the Reformation are abuſed by the 
Church. of Rowe in this matter 3. we are traduced 
as perſons. believe we may be faved-welt enough 
without good works, as thoſe think there is no ne- 
cellity of thefe. things, but that a bare 'faith is ſufh- . 
cient 3 I call Heaven and earthto witneſs this day, 
weare unjuſtly charged in this buſineſs, both FIOnN 

| and 
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and People 3. For us of the Clergy, do not we preſs 
ood works upon you ?' you are taught, you are ex- 
horted, you are beſeeched to abound in goodneſs 
and Charityas the great evidence of your Faith. We 
do not indeed tell you, you may merit heaven' by 
your Works, We do not Preach to you the Dofrine 
of Supererrogation, for we dare not lie to your 
Souls 3. but as you all know, we do as the Scriptures 
do, wecall'upon you to remember. the affiiFioxs 0 
Joſeph : we urge you again and agen to put on asthe 
ele of God, bowels of mercy, kindneſs, humbleneſs, of 
mind,meekneſs,long ſuffering, forbearing one axother,and. 
forgiving one another even as Chriſt forgave you. We preſs 
Charity and good works upon you by hne upoh 
line, and, precept upon precept 3' 'That ye ##ay be 
the children of your Father E D/ck is i Heaven, who 
doth good to all and whoſe mercies are over all his 
works. Ee I 
- And as for you of the Laity, thar you do not 
believe there 1s no neceffity of theſe "things, 'Þ have 
invincible arguments here before me, this preſent 
COIN Afſftmbly, theſe many Children 
ſet out by the Charity ofthis particular Feaſt':;Theſe 
our Shire meetings have of late ſo much obtained 
amonglt 'us, are fo many evidences of this; Your . 
ans ſhew that we neither Preach that ſtrange 
Dottrine is laid to our charge, nor yoh believe. it that 
"Charity and good works are not quite extinguiſhed 
and dead among us fince the Reformation 3 that 
there' is ſtll'a vigorous ſenſe in. us, 'of our obliga- 
#1ons to _thefe things. God' be thanked, we can 
thew abundant monuments of our Charity; -we can 
prove 
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prove jn in theeyes of all men, it is not a thing we 
have laid aſide, and left, when we left the Innoya- 
tions. and Idolatries of the Church of Rowe. The 
Learned Biſhop Ardrews in his time-made obſeryat;. 
ons concerning this very matter, how Charity 
thrived in 12, By after the Reformation 3 and he 
declares he was able to make out, there was as much 
of this,as many Almg& Contributions made to pious 
works, within that fourty years he took notice of 
under the Reformation, .as ever were within an 

. fourty years, during all the time of Popery. We 
are not indeed as charitable as we {ſhould be, we are 
entreated to be more 3 but {ti]] as we are, our enc- 
mies may be aſhamed to throw.dirt uponour Religi- 
on, and chargeit with uncharitableneſs. 

2. .Secondly..From what has been 1aid, it appears 
the Chriſtian Religion 1s alſo infamouſly abuſed by 
that Church; it 1s as we ſce the greateſt bond of - 
Union and Charity and Love, a meek and a gentle 
Religion, but to the eternal ſcandal of thoſe of that 
Cemmunion, it is.made uſcof by them as if it were 
the moſt cruel &.bloudyReligion,that ever was in the 
World. Inſtead of rooting out of them malice and 

hatred, rancour,. and lee, principles.and bloudy 
deſigns, this. innocent, this galleſs, this charitable 
Religion 1s made tp foment all theſe things it came 
to deſtroy. There are not more damnable acts than 
have been done by thoſe of that Church, and all un- 
der a pretence of Religion 3 Kingdoms have been 
turned 1nto rivers of Bloud, Kings thruſt out of 
their poſſeſſions, brought from their Thrones to the 
block, and all under a colour of Zeal and Godlineſs; 
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treaſons andconfpiracies,black and diabolical beyond 

| the examples of all former ages, have been hatch'd ; 

Jubjeds have been abſolved fromthe Oathsof Allegi« 

ance, Swords put-into the hands of Traitors and h . 

cendiaries,& Rebels armed againſt their lawfu-Prit4 

{ ces; & the moſt” barbarous (langhters ang butcheries 

| committed 3 and God & Religion have ſtill bore the 

blame of all, all has been ſet upon their ſcore, and 

| all pretended to be done for their ſakes. Thus ins 

famouſly hath Chriſtianity been abuſed by that Peo- 

plez+the moſt' Charitable Religion in the World, 

| made'the promoter of* all manner of- violence and 
* bloudſhed, - and uncharitableneſs: 

[ have not time now to run over alt the mon- 
| ſtrons guilt and abominations of theſe praiſes; but 
{ thus much I'may and muſt ſay, if this be practicable, 
+ i£men may do-theſe things for the fake of Religion, 

&, to what purpoſe did our Saviour come,to what end 
* gid heſpeak, or what is the World the better for 
+ Religion? For as one of the Mediterranean Pyrats 
| told Ceſar; Sir, If you till the little Pyrats and. ſet 
| np for a great one your ſelf, what is the world the better « 
|} Soif Religion come armed againſt all vices, and 
KF beat. them: out, and yet may bring-then in at the 
back door to ſerve her own turn. what is the World 
 amended?. to what purpoſe 1s it, that according to 
; the. Principles of Chriſtianity , we renounce the 
* World, the Fleſh andthe Devil ; if yet we may 
| plow with all theſe to bring'in an harveſt'to'the 
| Ghurch? to what purpoſe, are alÞthe ſtrict Laws 
of:Juſtice and Meekneſs and Obedience to Govern- 
& ment, . ard doing to other mex-as we-would . they-ſhould 
| do. 
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do unte ns, if we may break theſe as oft'as-we'will; | 
under pretence of Religion? and there are caſe, 
wherein we may with good conſciences violate them 
all, and do any thing notwithſtanding all the threat, 
of the Goſpel to the contrary?  ',' | 


* 


3- Thirdly. From the conſiderations of the Text, 
let usall in general be perſwaded to a moſt firm love 
and Charity one towards another 3. we profeſs a 
great honour and eſteem for our Religion, ahuge 
veneration.and regard for our Lord and Skviour, 
and we cannot betterexpreſs this, than by a mutual 

love and concoxd. among our. ſelves 3 this. was his 
great commandment - to his' Diſciples at his going 
out of 'the World, . and: the Legacy he left us. 
The .mutual hatred and- animolities -of Chriſtians 
. bring /s ſcandal: vupon our Religton, and. make our 
Saviour reproached in the World 3 -' Turks ard 
Infidels belch- -out blaſphemies againſt the Son of , 
God, for our ſakes, Thus diſhorouring our pro- 
 feſſion ; Our Religion 1s charged. with our 
crimes, and Chriſtianity is- thought”, to -be guilty 
becauſe we areforind to'be fo. Theſe things ought 
to -ſlink deep 3nto our tainds, and make us zealous 
to retrieve the hononr of our Religion, and. the 
glory of Chriſtianity, by haſting to joyn together 
in love, and. live: as. brethren in unity and peace. 
This is the third:Inferenice. 
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And now Gentlemen-and. Countrey-men, it is time 
that 'I addreſs my . {elf particularly to you, .and rhe 
occalior of this: preſent aſſembly: We are. here met 
together" agatmths Year, to go on with the Fealt 
RE of 
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f'God, 


and to commiunicate. + .. 
Let us then proceed cheerfully herein, this is 
to be Chriſtians indeed, the Copy that we pretend 
bn write after 3 the,example our Religion propounds 
0,our imitation, is an example..of Charity and 
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Kearſe andri6yſom 
voice — Kit TON is 4 Hpvet heardin 
that ſerehe-rep? _ pi th + 
- Yoti felt your erirmaces ii Ketighon with- 
out Charity arc'tom | ple, er.rhis ftir up your 
beatts 16 this olllept Ba be ag tHe Phiniitive Church 
bad'ath Feaſts t theſe,” PE eafts,, wherein they 
'befre God fr his Hellings, arid were ex- 
emplapity Charitaþle'to thole in "want, let us make 
this truly a Feaft of Charity, "Open . wide our hands 
#ow; and' give liberally. © God' has: blefſed us with 
the things? fthis hfe, et! it 'never'be faid: fPany of 
us,” asit was of the Fraperour Pertinax, concerning 
whom it was reported, that he hat Augnttuns Int- 
perinm, Anguitum Anim,” 7 x Lirpe and a fpacious 


Empire, but a narrow and a«ſcanty Heart -. Inſtead . 
of this let jus that | have: great Eftares,' be aſhamed 


to have "Hittle- 2nd TRAIT Jouls; inſtead of this let 


2 us 
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remember, ., nothing makes us ſolike to God as Boun- 
y and Beneficence, and be ambitious of imitating 

the Divine perfettions: inſtead of this, let us give. 
plentcouſly, confidering that as it is the ſecureſt 
' way of laying up our Riches to lend them to the 

Lord, {© it is indeed the beſt husbandry and likelieſt 
way forus to thrivein theWarld,' far ſowe are afſu- 
red, That the liberal Soul ſhall be made fat, and he that 
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witt-God «the Farther Son 4 © gale 
_whockbe\ lacy bothnow and for cyermore. Amen. 
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